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Divorce BEiE

Jo: Today on BBC Learning English Li and | are going to be answering
another of your Ask About Britain questions on British life and
culture. Hello Li.

Li: Hi Jo. JZf), AKAY BBC Jeifi Het i H 9 [l i) 217 H R[] 25 DG 0 S0k 5 74
AT ) — ANHT R $ 1R A ) Julie.

Jo: Julie sent us a lovely long email with lots of questions in. Now I'm
afraid we can't answer all of those questions in one programme but |
have picked out a couple of interesting ones to answer for her. One
thing she wanted to know is what is the divorce rate in the UK.

Li: Divorce %45, Rate L#l. The divorce rate i & BiE%. HHENEEXA
Z5?

Jo: And she also wants to know reasons why people get divorced. Well |
spoke to Chris MclIntosh from the Kingsley Napley law firm. He is a
solicitor specialising in divorce.

Li: A law firm 3401, a solicitor i, M, FRAH, X240 i
T, MAERT R E SR, MU T A e ?

Insert

The divorce rate at the moment is approximately 40% of marriages will end in
divorce. The office of national statistics is saying that if trends continue, that is
going to head towards 45%. I'm not sure of the exact reason for the increase but it
has perhaps led to people choosing to cohabit rather than actually marrying.
Certainly the rate of marriages has reduced at the same time as the rate of
divorces.

Jo: So the divorce rate at the moment is approximately 40% of
marriages will end in divorce. Approximately.

Li: KAk Lo HRL 40% HIUSHR A IS 4. e g IR E R gt p A%
eV
Jo: The Office of National Statistics. They are saying that if trends

continue. A trend.

Li: s WURIXFERFFE T &, AR LT3 45%0FEE . IXHE)E to
head &S —MRFE T 0 K.
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Jo: If trends continue that figure of 40% is going to head towards 45%.
Li: Chris YR I S ST £ R Ja i A G54 .

Jo: It has perhaps led to people choosing to cohabit, to live together,
without being married.

Li: [ 5wt /& cohabit.

Jo: Chris says that the rate of marriages has reduced at the same time
as the rate of divorces. So because there are a lot of divorces,
people are choosing to cohabit rather than get married.

Li: XA, RZ NHRR R 3 W52 2 it 45 W8 IX F S B30 . Let's listen to
Chris again.

Insert

The divorce rate at the moment is approximately 40% of marriages will end in
divorce. The office of national statistics is saying that if trends continue, that is
going to head towards 45%. I'm not sure of the exact reason for the increase but it
has perhaps led to people choosing to cohabit rather than actually marrying.
Certainly the rate of marriages has reduced at the same time as the rate of
divorces.

Jo: Chris also told us how the divorce rate in the UK compares to the
rates in other countries.

Li: TS 2 A HA R AN LA T2 AR 2
Insert

Well | havent got statistics on this to hand I'm afraid but I was told yesterday that
we have the highest rate in Europe. However | do know that in America the rate is
approx 50%.

Li: Chris i, fRBMEIZM Tk LALLM EF . To have something to
hand. AsiAth i 5% [ 5 W L B 5O P2 S AS R e I E K T, SRIE AR
S, R LR A A2 50%.

Jo: This is Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English and today we're
finding out for Julie about divorce in the UK.

Li: SR, IO [ SRR T A P S A B I SR . TR 1R T D S
540l Chris McIntosh AR 1 Ot M2 B A28 T AT B I LK 2
R, A RSIE TN, 5 5 DR A

Insert

I think people often grow apart, they forget to care for the relationship, other
things come into their lives before they realise that they’re not communicating with
their spouse in the same way. It seems to me that often people come here and
they start off by giving us the background and they would say well I went abroad
to work for a while and my wife and children stayed behind and during that period

bbcchina.com.cn




they grew apart. | think affairs are not necessarily the main reason and | do
sometimes wonder if perhaps the affair is a symptom rather than the actual cause
of the breakdown of the marriage.

Jo: So lots of reasons. He said he thinks people grow apart.
Li: W I . Al BT LS T2 A SRR R . RO to care

about. BT ARG AE IR, — BRI E O TG AT IREE Fax)
FRHATVEE T « B spouse.

Jo: Spouse is another word for husband or wife. Things come into their
lives before they realise that they’re not communicating with their
spouse in the same way.

Li: Communicate A4 .

Jo: Another common story Chris hears is people who go abroad to work
for a while.

Li: HE. AR EANLTAE, b1 E AR AEE .

Jo: During that period or that time, they grow apart. Chris also mentions
affairs.

Li: TN 1R SRS I 0 R A I8, firtis -

Jo: He says affairs are not necessarily the main reason for divorce but

he does wonder.

Li: Pt T NBER: AN A A8 R P B AS I A, T AT )
ALK —FALIE .

Jo: He wonders if affairs are a symptom, or a sign that the marriage is
breaking down rather than a cause of the breakdown.

Li: A symptom fiEJK, #%, a cause JR[E, marriage breakdown &4
%4, Here's that clip from Chris again.

Insert

I think people often grow apart, they forget to care for the relationship, other
things come into their lives before they realise that they’re not communicating with
their spouse in the same way. It seems to me that often people come here and
they start off by giving us the background and they would say well I went abroad
to work for a while and my wife and children stayed behind and during that period
they grew apart. | think affairs are not necessarily the main reason and | do
sometimes wonder if perhaps the affair is a symptom rather than the actual cause
of the breakdown of the marriage.

Jo: So thank you Julie for your question. We hope we've helped to
answer it for you. And thanks to Chris for all the information on
divorce.
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Li: HARIZ AT RS ISR Mg BRI M umiiil, A BATAT B R KK
T HRE S U AN R U 5C 2R 1R 0 FELAKAT A

Jo: Now if you have a question you want to ask us, send us an email
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk or you can look at other programmes we make
on our website www.bbcchina.com.cn.

Li: Thanks for listening. We'll see you next time.

Jo: Bye for now.
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