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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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English Eccentrics: The Living Artwork EAfZAR

George: Being normal and being weird at the same time, that's what we
always want, yeah? Never just the one.

Li: RFEWF BRI, A RIBATVEN RO ZARE, AR EAGEARTE ) 5%
BN, AFGZARATTHE DAk S IFUR, HAGRIM 44
William: Yes. We're going to hear about Gilbert and George - two men who,

some forty years ago, decided to turn themselves into a living,
breathing work of art.

Li: Well let's find out more about these English Eccentrics!
William: George Passmore was studying at Central St Martin's School of Art

when he met Gilbert Proesch in 1967. Gilbert was from Northern
Italy and had moved to England after studying in-

Li: Hang on, hang on! Stop William! FEATHIXANRSINARZEEEN, A
e KM PEAL
William: Ah, yes, I know, I know Li. We are cheating a bit here because

although George is English, Gilbert isn't originally. Anyway, both
men studied sculpture at Central St Martins...

Li: Sculpture - ffi¥.

William: The men started working together and in 1970, they created
perhaps their most famous work, The Singing Sculpture.

Li: The Singing Sculpture WA ZfESEM S ERIREHE 2R, XAE RIS
PEAN B N3l N AR SEARTE I e T LI WE K. So, William, Gilbert and George
basically turned themselves into an artwork?

William: Yeah, that’s right.
Li: ANFIEABN ) ZARZENX B AE?!
William: Well, let's find out! This is George speaking in a BBC TV interview

with Mark Lawson.
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Even the head of sculpture, the very famous Frank Martin, turned
against us. He felt that we were betraying the cause of sculpture
probably, yeah.

TR¥a U LB MES 2 T4F , Frank Martin, turned against them, % axf 7.
[, SONHABATT AR, A TS B T RS BES for betraying the cause
of sculpture.

Hmm. But in fact, the artists did go on to leave sculpture behind.
They started to create photo works, often coloured by hand. These
artworks frequently contain their own image, a picture of Gilbert
and George.

HORMARFRITRIA A XT3 (HXA R I SRS, ZUERE. fbA1N
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So William, Gilbert and George may produce unusual and
interesting art, but why are they eccentric?

Well, they have actually indicated that they don't like being labelled
‘eccentrics’ but they do have some famously unusual habits. For
example, they always dress the same.

AT N 5 B — B R, TEWT R ISR, AR IREEARENT k4
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When I look at you now, today, for this interview, you have suits of
similar design but different colours, ties of similar design but
different colours, similar shoes... is all of that carefully planned in
advance?

We just want to devote ourselves to art ... So we don't need to go
shopping, we don't need to cook: everything's based on having a
very simple life, including the tailoring. We don't have to change
style every three years like the boys in the city. We don't have to
[indistinct] trousers and then the big shoulders. It's always the
same style and very simple. The shirts we buy every three years -
they're always white. Ties, we only wear the ones that we're given
as presents. It's a very very simple life devoted to art.

AR R IR, FT40, A, PREE AR R — MR A6, AR
LR B PR R A 3

They look so traditionally, conventionally English in their suits, and
they look very different from other artists. The suit and tie allow
Gilbert and George to be, as we heard George say at the beginning
of this programme, “normal and weird at the same time”.
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Mark Lawson: Now this is another of the legends, that you go to the same place
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each day to eat, but is that literally true?

Yes. We go to the same restaurant every evening when we're not
entertaining and we have the same meal, month in, month out,
until we decide to change it. And then we'll change it and that will
be the same meal every evening until we change our minds again.
We don't like the idea of reading menus or thinking about food. It
seems rather a waste of brain, to us.

AT A3 RAR 25 [l — S A Ve e, 10 EL AR e, BN T o0k CRtAT
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DR

Yeah, that was very interesting. I wonder what things I could do in
my life to save me brain power.

I think there is so much we can learn from this odd couple.

Ok, well join us again next week for more English Eccentrics! Bye
bye.
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